Friday 9th January 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Dear Parents / Carers, 
RE: Introduction of weekly times table tests.
In our endeavour to improve times tables, to best prepare the children for the year 4 statutory multiplication tests and to give the children a firm foundation in which to complete the upper key stage two maths curriculum in years 5 and 6 we will be introducing a weekly maths test.
Beginning today, as part of their weekly homework sent home on a Friday, each child will be given a specific times table to focus their practise on for that week.  The following Wednesday children will be tested upon their times table focus.  They will have 5 minutes to complete 12 questions (please be aware that this is 25 seconds per question which is far more than the 6 seconds they will be allowed in the Y4 statutory test).
The times table focus will be as follows
	X10
	X5
	X2
	Mixed 10, 5, 2
	X3
	X4
	X8
	Mixed 3, 4, 8
	X6
	X7
	X9
	Mixed 6, 7, 9
	X11
	X12
	Mixed 11, 12



They will then move onto corresponding division facts as follows
	÷10
	÷5
	÷2
	Mixed 10, 5, 2
	÷3
	÷4
	÷8
	Mixed 3, 4, 8
	÷6
	÷7
	÷9
	Mixed 6, 7, 9
	÷11
	÷12
	Mixed 11, 12



There will be 3 tests per times table and the children will have to score 10 out of 12 on a times table test in order to move onto the next level, for example:
Child A will complete X10 test 1, X10 test 2, X10 test 3 before moving up to X5.  If child A does not score 10 out 12 on a test they will repeat the test the next week.  They will not progress until they have successfully scored 10 out of 12 on their tests.    
We feel that this method will ensure that children are fully secure with a times table before progressing.  We appreciate that some children will already know many of their times tables but we must insist that they all begin at X10 and follow the structure as it will be great revision for them and we will be confident that they are secure with all of their times tables.
You can support your child by practising their focus table with them regularly from Friday to Wednesday to prepare them for their test.  This may include chanting, singing, mixing them up and quizzing, playing games, using hit the button and selecting the specific table they are working on https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button.
TTRS will continue to test all the tables up to 12 X 12 and include division facts.  
We will send home their completed tests along with their other homework on a Friday so that you can see how they are getting along.
We thank you for your support in our efforts to improve your children’s times tables and maths skills.
Kind regards
Team Year 4
